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Five Essential Segments To Teach The Big Idea
1. Themed Lesson Introduction Video
2. Object Lesson 1
3. Object Lesson 2
4. Bible History
5. Themed Closing Message Video

Four Supplemental Activities For You To Use As 
Needed

1. Entrance Activity
2. Video Life Application Animation
3. Funny Skit
4. Small Group Discussion

Three Video Worship Songs With Lyrics
1. Song 1
2. Song 2
3. Song 3

Two Games
1. Game 1
2. Game 2

One Customizable PowerPoint Presentation
1. Presentation, countdowns, and transitions 
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It turns out that even the best weapons in 
the hands of a untrained soldier, no mater 

how intelligent he is, might not work properly 
unless he’s instructed on how to use it. 

Please allow yourself to read these simple 
pointers on how to start using this material 

and then customize how you use it the rest of 
the way to suit your environment.

Videos
Videos do not replace people. They supplement what YOU are teaching. Kids need 
a human being to connect them personally to the truth of God’s Word. Feel free to 
introduce or summarize videos to make them more personally applicable to your 
kids in your environment

Object Lessons
These are not scripts, they are suggestions. As with any lesson, read it through a 
few times, prepare your supplies, and pray. Then, from your best understanding 
of the main point, try to teach it without using the paper on stage. You don’t have 
to teach it exactly as it’s written. Make it your own so you can interact with the 
kids instead of interacting with a piece of paper while you read.

Bible History
Adapt! Every teacher, church, and audience is different and connects with God’s 
Word in a different way. If you feel the lesson would be more effective if you 
share it a different way, don’t be afraid to make it your own. The Bible History is 
the heart and soul of every lesson. Additionally, the Bible is not just stories and 
the people in it are not characters. The historical figures in its pages are real life 
representatives of our faith. As you present, always treat it like a history lesson, 
not like story time.

Games
Most of these games are representative games, which means there are a few kids 
in the room playing while the rest watch. With these games, your goal is to involve 
the interest of the entire room, not just the kids playing. To achieve this you 
must remember 3 crucial things. First, you have to direct your instructions and 
a RUNNING COMMENTARY to the room, not to the participants. Second, make 
sure that you do the game where EVERYONE CAN SEE what is happening. Third, 
encourage the room to cheer on their representatives during the entire game. 
This makes you more of a CHEERLEADER than anything else. In short, pay more 
attention to how interested the room full of kids are than the ones playing it.

Why This  
Curriculum 

Won’t Work!
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Entrance Activities
Kids need structure. Walking into an environment where they do not know what 
is expected of them creates fear, uncertainty, and discomfort. Entrance activities 
provide them a guide for what to do when they are arriving and waiting for your 
structured service to start. Having something for them to do also prevents them 
from getting creative with their energy, which can sometimes be dangerous for 
them and your facilities. If you don’t like what is written, find something else for 
them to do when they arrive.
 
Funny Skits
Costume and/or puppet characters allow the kids to enjoy a funny skit while 
they learn a practical application of the lesson through the eyes of a memorable 
persona. The scripts proved are SUGESTIONS. They are intended as guidelines 
and should never be read from a page. It’s much better to get a general idea of 
how the character will misinterpret the lesson and how the teacher will correct it; 
then improvise the conversation like a child would role-play with their friends. All 
character skits can be performed by a puppet or a person in a costume. Ideally 
the same person should play the same character each time, but multiple people 
can play the same role by claiming to be part of the same family or crew as long 
as they share the same iconic costume. These are also gender-neutral so you can 
adapt the scripts to whomever is playing the role.
 

Duh-Gee McGee 
This character is an over the top ignorant believer. He always does the opposite 
of the lesson because he honestly doesn’t know any better. He’s kind and eager 
to please and wants to demonstrate his knowledge of the lesson even though 
he’s obviously always wrong. As the teacher helps him understand the truth 
better, any kids who don’t understand the truth can learn along with him. (The 
character can wear a silly wig and brightly colored clothing. Also consider adding 
a distinctive accessory such as a bow tie, suspenders, rubber duck, rain boots, 
etc.)

Meego the Pirate 
This character is the quintessential narcissist. He is only interested in acquiring 
what benefits himself. He’s never violent and doesn’t want to hurt anyone, but 
he is only interested in stealing, manipulating, and twisting any lesson to profit 
his own self-interests. He’s equally inclined to never help or serve anyone else, 
this includes God, church, and others unless he gains something from it. From 
him, kids learn that serving only yourself isn’t wise or kind. (The character can 
wear anything that makes him look like a pirate. This can be as simple as bare 
feet, rolled up pants, untucked white shirt, and a bandana. Also consider adding a 
pirate hat, eye patch, hook, belt, sash, etc.)
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Great Granny (or Grandpa) Pharis 
This character is a modern equivalent of the overly religious Pharisees that 
challenged Jesus. She’s religious to a fault and finds fault in almost everything 
that is done, particularly by people younger than her, which includes everyone. 
Though she’s harmless and never cruel, she thinks she’s right and can’t seem to 
find grace or love in anything she does. Picture her as a grumpy foreman who 
thinks she runs the job even though the crew seems to be doing fine without her. 
From her, kids learn how to develop their beliefs based on God’s Word, not just 
religious traditions. (The character can wear anything that makes her/him look 
old. A grey wig is recommended but hats, coats, canes, shawls, and bonnets go a 
long way toward selling an old-looking character)

Small Group Discussions
When asking questions, make them personally applicable to the kids in your group. Don’t 
offer them answers. Let them come to conclusions themselves. The purpose of discussion 
is to get kids to think about the subject matter for themselves. If you tell them what to 
believe, it’s your answer. If they come to the conclusion themselves, they own the answer. 
Small groups also allow kids to connect more personally with leaders and friends. This 
is also a good time to pray with the kids, not only for the subject matter, but for their 
individual needs as well. Allowing kids to express their needs and listening to what they 
have to say is just as important as teaching. 
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Five Essential Segments To Teach The Big Idea
1. Themed Lesson Introduction Video: We Need Water
2. Object Lesson 1: Any Time, Any Place
3. Object Lesson 2: Connected
4. Bible History: Daniel And The Lions
5. Themed Closing Message Video: The Need For Prayer

Four Supplemental Activities For You To Use As Needed
1. Entrance Activity: Balloon Bounce
2. Video Life Application
3. Funny Skit: Everything But 

Prayer
4. Small Group Discussion: 

The Importance Of Prayer

Three Video Worship 
Songs With Lyrics

1. Song 1
2. Song 2
3. Song 3

Two Games
1. Game 1: Fill The Need
2. Game 2: Stay Connected

One Customizable PowerPoint Presentation
1. The Importance of Prayer

Week 1
The Importance Of Prayer
BIG Idea: Prayer is who you are, not just something you do.
Origin: 1 Thessalonians 5:17 “Pray continually.” NIV

Week 1

Prayer is who  
you are, not just 

something you do!
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Object Lesson 1:  
Any Time, Any Place

SCRIPTURES: 1Thessalonians 5:17-18
OBJECTS: A mobile phone (preferably working) and a Bible
MAIN POINT: Prayer is a direct connection to God. Any time, any place. 

(Speaking into the air) Hello… Hello?  HELLO! Can you hear me? I’ve wanted my best friend to talk to 
me all week, but I just haven’t heard anything from him. (Cup your hand to your ear and listen intently) 
I just don’t think he cares about me, he’s just not talkin’. What if I want to tell him something important? 
What if this was an emergency? (Hold out cell phone and point it scoldingly at the kids) If I don’t hear him 
talking to me in the next two days, I’m gonna think he doesn’t want to be friends anymore. I mean, how am 
I supposed to tell him that I need him? He lives on the other side of the country! I just can’t shout that loud. 
And I don’t have the time to drive to his house and get him. What am I to do? (Have someone call your 
phone at this line.)  

(Answer the phone) Hello? Oh, hi there! I’ve been wanting to talk to you for days…(Pause) Why didn’t I 
call you? Oh, I guess I never thought about that...(Pause) Yes, I do carry my phone everywhere I go…(Pause) 
Well, I’m kinda in church, so can I call you back this afternoon? Can I call you back tomorrow too? You mean 
I can talk to you any time I want!  Any time day or night! Okay, I’ll try not to call you after midnight… Bye. 
(Hang up)

Well, I guess I never thought about calling him. He does have a cell phone, and so do I. So that means I 
could talk to him any time, any place. You know, that reminds me, I haven’t heard from God in days, but 
I’ve been waiting for Him to talk to me. Do you think I could talk to God any time? Even in the middle of 
the night? Do you think I could talk to God any place? Even all alone in the middle of the ocean?  Well, lets 
see what the Bible says in 1Thessalonians 5:17-18 “Pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” I guess if the Bible asks us to pray all the time and give thanks in all 
circumstances, that means any time and any place.

Look at this cell phone. I really can call my friend any time day or night. Prayer works the same way. You 
have a direct line to almighty God. The one who created the universe will listen to you any time you want to 
talk. If the Bible says to pray continually, should we pray when we’re sad? When we’re happy? When we’re at 
church? When we’re at school? When we’re at home? When something bad happens? When something good 
happens? Yes! Pray continually, giving thanks in all things! We can talk to God any time, any place, about 
anything! And that’s exactly what He wants us to do. So don’t forget your best friend upstairs, He created you 
and wants to talk. So keep the line open and call Him.

Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Object Lesson 2:  
Connected

SCRIPTURE: John 15:5 
OBJECTS: A dead branch, a living or fresh branch, and a Bible. Branches can be from 
any living plant but tree branches work well, particularly with green leaves or needles 
on the fresh branch
MAIN POINT: Like a branch that must remain connected to its plant, we must 
remain connected to Jesus through prayer or our spirit withers and dies. 

Greetings kids. It’s time for a little biology lesson. I have two branches and I’d like for you to guess witch one 
is alive and which is dead. (Display branches, the dead branch in your left hand and the living branch in 
your right) Now, before you guess, I have some clues that might help you identify which is which. The branch 
in my right hand has remained connected to the main trunk of the plant. The one in my left hand has been 
disconnected from the main plant for a long time.

Wait. Hold your guesses until you have all the information. You might need all the clues to know which is 
living and which is dead. For instance, because the branch in my right hand was connected to the main plant, 
it received regular flow of water and nutrients passed up from the roots through the trunk. The branch in my 
left hand has not received any moisture or nutrients from the plant in a long time and does not have access to 
anything the roots have to offer.

The next thing you might need to know is something you might be able to observe from where you are. 
The branch in my right hand is soft and pliable. If I apply pressure to this one, it will bend and flex under 
the stress. The branch in my left hand is dry and brittle. If I apply pressure to this one, it will crack and break 
under the stress.

Okay, now tell me, which branch is living? Which branch is dead? How many of you needed all of my clues 
before you were sure of your answer? How many of you didn’t need any clues and knew right away which 
branch was dead? How could you tell so quickly? (allow one or two responses)

Which branch are you? Oh, I’m sure we all want to think we’re the living branch, but let me ask you a few 
questions. Don’t answer, just think about it. How much time did you spend talking with Jesus today in prayer? 
How much time did you spend with Jesus yesterday? Was he a part of all your decisions? In how much of your 
life did you totally include Jesus this past week?

If we stay connected to Jesus in prayer he can keep providing our spirit with a continuous flow of living 
water and nutritious truth. If we stay connected to him every day, we can continue living and producing 
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healthy fruit in our lives. But if it’s been a while since we’ve been connected to Jesus, our spirit withers and 
dies. It dries out and we become brittle, ready to crack and break when life applies stress and pressure. 

Saying a one-minute prayer before a meal is not being connected with Jesus. Two minutes of prayer at 
bedtime is not really staying connected. Would it do my dead branch any good to have it touch the living 
trunk once in a while? We need to have personal, intimate connecting time with Jesus every day or we simply 
cannot live an abundant life. Listen to what Jesus said in John 15:5. This one statement sums it all up. Read 
John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing.” This is why we need to spend time in real prayer with Jesus every day, to 
stay connected to him so we can not only survive, but thrive. 

Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Bible History:  
Daniel and the LionsSCRIPTURE: John 15:5 

OBJECTS: Some sort of lion costume (paper mane around face, lion hat, paper plate 
mask, face paint, etc.), crown, 2 spears or swords, chair (for throne), and a large 
Bible.
CHARACTERS:  King Darius (wears crown and sits on throne), Daniel (holds Bible), 2 
King’s Advisers (carry spears/swords), and Lion (wears lion costume).
PREPARATION:  Recruit 5 well-behaved kids to act out the parts as you tell the 
story.  Make sure they understand that their job is to do whatever the story is saying.  
As your lesson starts, tell your volunteers to put on their costumes as you inform 
everyone of their characters.

This is King Darius.  He is in charge of the entire country of Babylon.  He is so powerful that whatever 
he says becomes the law of the land that no one can break.  Even King Darius himself cannot break his own 
commands.  (Have volunteer sit on the throne and say, “I’m in charge!”)

These are the King’s Advisors.  They enjoy having the power to tell the king what he should do.  The king 
listens to them and trusts their advice.  So far, this has made the King’s Advisors feel pretty important. (Have 
volunteers shake each others hands and say, “We’re important.”)

This is Daniel.  He is also a leader in Babylon, but he is a foreigner from another country.  He is a Jew who 
believes and trusts in God.  He prays three times a day.  And because he trusts in God, he is good at almost 
everything he does.  (Have volunteer smile and wave and say, “God bless you all.”)

This is Lion.  He’s always hungry.  He’s a ferocious wild animal that eats the criminals and murderers that the 
king sends to his cave.  Let’s listen to Lion’s ferocious roar! (Have volunteer roar)

One day King Darius was sitting on his throne with his advisors by his side.  They were giving him advice on 
how to run the country.  The first advisor said, “I think you should put me in charge of the king’s money.” The 
second said, “I think you should put me in charge of all the big cities of Babylon.” 

While King Darius thought about these requests, Daniel walked in and said to the king, “I’ve finished all 
your instructions early so I also cleaned your camel, fixed your chariot, and I taught your soldiers a new song.”

King Darius was so impressed with Daniel’s work that he brought Daniel to his throne and said, “Daniel 
you’ve done such good work, that I’m putting you in charge of all my advisors, leaders, and administrators.  
You’re now the boss of everyone but me.”  Then King Darius put his arm around Daniel and they walked off 
like best friends.
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Well, the King’s Advisors didn’t like that very much.  They didn’t think anyone should be more important 
then them.  So they thought up a plan to get rid of Daniel.  “I know,” the first one said, “He prays to God 3 
times a day!  Let’s make it illegal to pray to God!” The second advisor said, “Yes.  I think we can get the King 
to make that law if we say people should only pray to him and no other.”

King Darius walked back in without Daniel and sat on his throne.  The advisors immediately told him their 
idea.  The first advisor said, “We think you are so great king Darius, people should even pray to you.” The king 
liked this, it made him feel pretty special.  Then the second advisor said, “Yes, you should make a law that says 
no one can pray to anyone but you.”  King Darius smiled and said, “Good idea.  It is now illegal to pray to 
anyone but me!  If you find anyone praying to someone else, throw him to Lion.”

Lion heard his name and growled excitedly at the thought of eating some fresh law breakers.  Listen to his 
hungry growls!

The advisors then went over to Daniel’s house to catch him praying to God.  When they got there, Daniel 
was kneeling down in his bedroom by the window for his afternoon prayers.  They heard him say, “Dear God, 
help me to always follow your words and be the best leader I can be.”  That was all the advisors needed to hear.  
So they broke in and grabbed Daniel and took him strait to the king.

The first advisor said, “King Darius, Daniel was praying to his God instead of you.”  The second one said, 
“That means we have to throw him in Lion’s cave!”  Lion jumped for joy at the sound of his name and licked 
his lips excitedly.  King Darius was sad, he liked Daniel very much.  But even the king can’t change the law 
once it has been made.

So the advisors threw him into Lion’s cave while King Darius sat on his throne and cried.  Daniel landed in 
the cave and Lion started circling around him licking his lips.  Daniel simply knelt down and said, “Dear God, 
I’ve always listened to your voice and I know you’ll always protect me.”  Just then, Lion felt a strange loss in 
appetite.  He simply walked up to Daniel while he was praying, sat down next to him, and started purring.  

The next day, when Darius looked into the cave and saw that Daniel was okay, he jumped for joy.  When the 
advisors looked in their jaws dropped in disbelief.  

King Darius helped Daniel out of the cave and said, “The God you prayed to protected you.  That’s it, from 
now on the law will say that people should only pray to YOUR God” Then King Darius pushed the two 
advisors into the cave and said, “You shouldn’t have tricked me!”

The advisors looked at Lion.  The first said, “If he didn’t eat Daniel, maybe he’s not hungry.”  The second 
said, “Nice kitty.”  Then Lion felt a strange return of his ferocious lion appetite and roared as he jumped on the 
advisors.

The moral of the story is that Daniel didn’t wait until he was in danger before he prayed.  He prayed all 
the time and knew God’s voice.  He knew that he could always trust God to protect him, and God remained 
faithful to Daniel who so faithfully prayed to him.  So if you live your life in faithful prayer, you will know 
God’s voice and God will remain faithful to you.

Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Entrance Activity:  
Balloon BounceSCRIPTURE: John 15:5 

OBJECTS: 5 balloons and a permanent marker
PREPARATION: Inflate the balloons with air and write one word of each balloon 
from the day’s big idea: Prayer Is Who You Are.

Welcome kids. We’re going to be playing a little game while everyone is coming in. Starting with one 
balloon, I’m going to toss it into the air and see if you can keep it in the air without letting it touch the 
ground. (If necessary, inform them of any boundaries your situation requires) Here’s the first balloon. Keep 
it in the air, but don’t catch or hold it. Go! This is fun. Now that you have the hang of this, let’s see how you 
do with two balloons. (add a second balloon and continue adding balloons as time allows until all 5 are 
in the air) You know, before we put away the balloons, did you notice that the 5 balloons put together say, 
“Prayer is who you are.” What do you think this might mean?
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Funny Skit:  
Everything but PrayerSCRIPTURE: John 5:5 

CHARACTERS: Duh-Gee McGee (See character profile in curriculum introduction)
OBJECTS: Duh-Gee Costume/Puppet, map, compass, and a mobile phone

Teacher starts reviewing the Big Idea and Scripture. Duh-Gee McGee comes out excited about something.

Duh-Gee: Teacher, teacher! I’m going to Disneyland. My mom gave me permission. 

Teacher: Boys and girls, this is Duh-Gee McGee. Hi Duh-Gee. Disneyland sounds like great news! I hope you 
have fun.

Duh-Gee: I only have one problem. I don’t really know how to get there. In fact, I’ve been trying to find it for 
3 weeks. But I think I have a plan. I’ll fly. I’ll just get airline tickets and fly there. Ha! Problem solved.

Teacher: Duh-Gee, do you have any money?

Duh-Gee: No, not really.

Teacher: Duh-Gee, do you know what city you’ll have to fly to? Do you know how to get to our own nearest 
airport? 

Duh-Gee: Um, no. Ooh, ooh! I know! (He pulls out a map and compass) I’ll use these and hike there. 
Everywhere is within walking distance if you have the time.

Teacher: Do you have the right map of the whole area you’ll have to travel?

Duh-Gee: I don’t know.

Teacher: Do you know where you are on that map? Do you know how to use a compass? The needle points 
north, but do you know which way to go once you find north?

Duh-Gee: No… Maybe if I dig an elaborate tunnel system using mostly spoons…

Teacher: You can try to come up with your own solutions all day long, but have you even asked God for help?

Duh-Gee: Ask God for help? You know, I forgot prayer was an option.

Teacher: Let’s pray right now. Dear God, please help Duh-Gee find his way to Disneyland. Amen.
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Duh-Gee: Yay God, Amen… Now what? (He pretends to feel his phone buzzing) Hold on a second, I’m 
getting a text message. (He looks at his phone) It’s my mom. She just texted me all the flight information on 
the plane she booked for our trip to Disneyland. She had it figured out all along. She even packed my suitcase. 
I just have to meet her at home and she’ll drive me to the airport.

Teacher: See prayer works.

Duh-Gee: I guess so. I’ll see you later. (He continues speaking as he exits) I have to get home so we don’t miss 
our flight. Now all I have to do is figure out how to get home from here.

Teacher: Don’t forget to pray! Well, I sure hope he gets to Disneyland all right. Boys and girls don’t forget, 
“Prayer is who you are, not just something you do.” Our Scripture in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray 
continually.” We should go to God with our problems first, not as our last resort. He always has the right 
answers and the ability to help us. Prayer should be a part of everything we do.
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Small Group Discussion:  
The Importance of PrayerSTURE: John

1. Do you ever talk to your family and friends?

2. What are some things you talk about with your family and friends?

3. What is prayer?

4. Why do we pray?

5. When should we pray?

6. What are some things you pray about?

7. What are some ways we can include prayer in our life at home or school?

8. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray continually.” What do you think that means?

9. Our Big Idea today says, “Prayer is who you are, not just something you do.” What do you 
think that means?

10. How do you think you can use what we’re talking about when you go home today?

ASSIGNMENT: Your assignment this week is to is to include God in your whole day. 
Think of him at school, church, home, play, and work. Let prayer be a part of every-
thing you do. In other words, just let him walk with you all day.
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, you told us to pray continually. We choose now to allow 
prayer to be a part of everything we do every day. Just walk with us so you can be 
part of the conversation of our life at school, at home, and everywhere we go. We 
love you. Amen.

(In addition to this prayer, feel free to pray for the needs of those within the group)
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Game 1:  
Fill the NeedSCRIPTURE: John 15:5 

OBJECTS: 10 cups, a pitcher of water, a table, and four players
PREPARATION: Set the table in front and line up four cups for each of the two 
teams for a total of 8 cups on the table. Label each cup with a need: sickness, mon-
ey, test, worry, temptation, etc.

For this game you will need two volunteers for each team for a total of four kids. Place one partner in the 
back of the room with the pitcher of water. Explain to the room that this child represents God who is ready 
and able to fill all our needs. Place the other partners at the front of the room by the needs on the table. Give 
each of them an empty cup labeled “prayer”. Explain to the kids that these two represent us. If we carry our 
prayers to God, he will give us the answers to fill our needs.

When you say go, the partner in front will carry their prayer cup back to God in the back of the room. God 
will fill the cup with water (Answers). Then the child with the cup runs it back up to the front and fills one of 
the need cups with water. Then they run back for more water and then back to the front to fill another need. 
This play continues until one team fills all four needs in the front. That team wins.
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Week 1: The Importance Of Prayer

Game 2:  
Stay ConnectedCRIPTURE: John 15:5 

For this game you only need 4-10 volunteers. Form two equal teams and have them hold hands with their 
entire team, either as a circle or as a line. Explain to the room that today we are learning about prayer. Prayer 
is connecting with God the way we connect to one another in conversation. The more we stay connected to 
God, the closer we get to him and the better our lives become.

In this game, each team will have to stay connected to one another by holding hands. Both teams will start 
in front of the teacher and race around the room in opposite directions. The first team to make it all way 
around the room to tag the teacher without losing their connection to one another and return back to me 
wins.

If a team loses their connection at any point, they have to return to that point and reconnect before they can 
continue.


